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\ Algernon Sidney, Eſq ; 


Before he was Executed. 


HE »ld Sophiſters of the Re- 
bellion, ( ſince the diſcoyery 
of the Plot,) have been won- 
derfully induſtrious in ſpreading many 
inconſiſtent rumors, that . might, (ft 
poſlible ) have ſtifled, agd diſcredit- 
ed its Authority. That {ſtupendous 
piece of Villany contriv'd by Anti-ae- 
narchical, Atheiflical Rerpublicans, is 
repreſented (to the unthinking Mul- 
titude) as an airy fantom, - and illu- 
ſion, a trick of State, and I know 
not what beſides. Theſe tricks and 
ſhams, our projettive Conſpiretors 
Iimagin, will undcubtedly have a great 
influence on the tempers of the People, 
create doubts and palouyy and ſup- 
port the ſpirits of their Party, amidſt 


| ſomany wonderful diſappointments. 


Their Deſign is yet ___ they 


would ain ck the World, and ha- 
rangue upon their Innocency;. that 
they might more ſecurely. and more 


ſuccesfully go on in their Aeſolv'4-at- 
tempts againſt the Government. 

Not only the language of the Li- 
ving, lays, but the Dead ſpeak, That 
the Plot is at an end, thar the In. 
nocence of the late Sufferers is (o 
very conſpicuous , that the World 


45 ſtrangely infatuated, if they credit 


the leaſt part of this Faratik Conſpi 
racy.  Egregious ſo _—_ ! 

I am ſorry to find that this furor 
Fanaticas, this impetuous, prep0- 
ſterous Zeal, ſhould hurry Men, into 
theſe Ads of Imprudence, and felt- 
juſtification, even in that minute 
which launches them into Eternity, 
brings them before a Tribune), _ 
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there is no Corruption of Jiury's, on 
one hand; Nor no hypocritical pre” 
tences and evaſions on the other, that 
can excuſe, or divertrhe deferved ſen- 
tence. {| 

I am concern'd likewiſe, that the 
FaFTion are Reſolv'd, to defend rhem-. 
ſelves in all thoſe manifeſt - Acts of 


Rebellion ,”as it hay been apparent \ 
in my Lord uſe! s Caſe, and of this ;men 
Ty Gentleman'Mr. Sidney, |, 
who diredly follows his ſteps in point : 


late un 


4 


of Juſtification. 
I have a great reſpe& for Truth, 


and Plain-Dealing 3 I ſhall therefore, 
modeſtly comport my ſelf within the-. 
decent Rules of ſobriety and calm-" 


neſs; fince I confider how I'me to 
refle& on the behaviour of the Dead, 
who (lknow) are in no capacity to 
make a Vindication of their aCtions. 


I ſhall not put the words of the De- 
ceaſed Gentleman upon the Rack, to 
make them confeſs more than they 
would 3 But begin to Anatomize 
ſome particulars, which may be moſt 
pernicious inthe conſequence; if they 
are imbib'd for Truth, and recerv'd 
as Goſpel, amongſt the undigeſting 
multitude. Paſling by his m_—_ 
cal. Addreſs | Men, Brethren, &c. ] 
and his excul-- for not ſpeaking freely, 
becauſe of rhe cold Weather and the 
Infirmity of Old Age, and a cloſe 
confinement, I ſhall confider his opi- 
nion of the preſent Age, which he 
ſays makes | Truthpaſs for Treaſon. |] 
He would have notably (tigmatiz'dir, 
but he was afraid the people wou'd 
not re}iſh ſuch Popular pieces of ſcan- 
dal. {| Their ears wou'd be too tender 
to !1C27 it. ] This is a wondefful fit 
of {queamiſhneſs indeed , fince he 
muſt needs know, that the Defender; 
of the OLD CAUSE, would 
have made great improvement of it. 
Fortiter calumniari aliquid herebit. 
[ Weſt.Rumſey, and Keyling,(heſays) 
knew hine not, and others made uſe of 
his, and of Others Names to give Repu- 


TexpeGation 
*'Tis no Ender to 
branded with ſuch 


tation to their deſigns ; the Lord Pos 
ward, i an inſamows Perjur d Man, 
who drudg'd, and forſwore himclſ in 
of the frofir's Pardon. | 

hear Wicneties 
obrious Cha- 
rafters, ſince the perſons concern'd, 
propoſe to themſelves, that the dif-re- 
gutation of the Evideng® 1s an argu- 
Innocence, and that by 
eprobates, they them- 
d become Saints. *Tis po- 
lirickly doge I confeſs, but the cheat 
can't paſs ypon all pzople, None but 
11] perſons would engage in Conſpiracy 
'xis true 3 but the thing once detected, 
how is it poſſible the Priocipal Attors 
ſhould be puniſhed, unleſs their Bro- 
ther Conſpirators ( tho dipt in it 
themſelves as my Lord Kel has it ) 
ſhould give Evidence againſt them? 


., All Treaſons muſtof neceflity be un- 


puniſbable, if ſuch Witnefles are not 
allowed. 


[ The flreſs of the matter ( he ſays) 
lyes in the Papers taken in his Cloſet by 
the Kings Officers, not prov'd to be his; 
but by the pmilitnde of an hand which 
is to be eaſily counterfeited. By his 
leave, the matters were not wholly 
reduc'd to the Papers, tho thoſe are 
bad _—_ by his own confeſſion. A 
ſmall Bill, or a compendious Letter 
may be counterfeited probably, and 
a perſon haſtily perufing it may be de- 
ceiv'ds But a conſtant entercourle of 
Letters, and _— obſerving, and 
comparing the Charatters, deſtroys 
lucha Cheat. | 


Mr. Sidney on his Tryal, denies 
himſelf to be the Author of thoſe 
dangerous wicked Principles ( as he 
calls Filwers ) contain'd in his Trea- 
tiſe, yet here he frankly confeſſes the 
whole, and tel|sthe World ( without 
any hztſiation , what his opinion and 
principles are; To refute which, it 
would take up a conſiderable time, 
which a ſhort refleftion upon this 
very Speech will not allow. 

However 


{> 


However [hall touch (lightly upon 
it. He pretends his ſheets were. an 
Anſwer to Sir [Robert Filmers Patri- 
archa, and challenger a Liberty to ex- 
preſs his thoughts in 0 motion to 
Kinely Government, which Sir Robert 
pleads for, - His Anti- monarchical 
Principles are too too evident by af 
the aCtions of his Life; his opimion, 
or Article of his Creed, is this, [ Z 
Believe that God hath leſt Nations wnto 
the Liberty of ſetting np ſuch Govern- 
ment as beſt pleaſed ghemſebves. | 
Without doubt Mr. Algernon was for 
the people's doing again what "95 wa 
right in their own Eyes, and tor having 
no King in Iſrael. Our Pleudo-Pro- 
teſtant and Jeſuitical Caſuiſt again tells 
ye, That the Laws give Power to the 
Magiſtrate, Woful experience n- 
forms us, what ſacred Blood was 
ſpilt, upon Proſecuting this Rebelli- 
ous Topique. See the Tryal of King 
Charles the Firſt, and youTtind Brad- 
ſhaw ſpeak the very Language of aur 
Coloncl. The Preſident tells his 2a» 
jeſty, The Law is your Maſter, the Law 
is your Swperiour, Debent ez ponere 
frenum. Rex coſt ditm bene Regit, and 
no longer, if the Plenipotentiary's the 
people pleaſe. Ifancy that ':1s equally 
poſlible to draw a poralie! *rwixt the 
avowed princip'es of vur diſcontented 
Stateſman, and 1};ofe of the Sophi- 
ſtical cantivg Pref1den*, as 'rwixe the 
Covenant, and Aſjociation. Mr. Sidney 
allows that the people make Choice of 
their Governors 3 if fo,*tis certain they 
can depoſe them ad libitum. For 
that which creates a power muſt of 


" neceſſity be Superiour to that power 


it creates. What a filly bufineſs then is 
a King? ( whichis or really ſhould be 
Legibus ſolutns, otherwiſe He cann't 
be Supreme. ) I ſay, What arriffle 
is a Crown, if it can be given and 
taken according to the giddy humor 
of a freakiſh Multitude > We may 
deny his ſuppoli-ions likewiſe about 
his Eleftion of Kings, which muſt 
be cither by a unanimous Conſent of 
a whole Nation3 which w ridiculous : 


For never was a publick, G-neral 
Meetingof a v-hole Kingdom known 
for EleGion of a Prince; 1r there 
had been, one Difſemer would :2ve 
taken away the Unarimiry. i he 
talk'c of. the Major Part. or Cluting 
by Proxy , -bis Argumen:s will be 
found geficient hkew:fe 3 Put ts in 
poſſible to unravel all the particu- 
lars. He may talk of the King of 
France's modeſty, and his boaſting of 
the happy want of Power 3 yet the 
whole World knows how little he 
confines himſelf to theſes thin Cob- 
webs, the Laws, which hebreaks at 
pleaſure, Take then every Para- 
graph diſtin&ly by its ſelf, and you'l 
find abominable Principles couch't 
underit; which once believ'd, would 
be deſtructive of any Government 
whatſoever. Take it altogether, us 
a virulent Reflection and Libel a- 
gainſt this. His Jury is pick't, who 
could mot judg of the nature of ſuch 
4 Treaſonable Pamphlet : There were 
Perſons of Underſtanding and E- 
ſtazes Return'd , but his exceptions - 
were againſt them z thinking by his , 
flaſhes of Rhetorick to win the ©0- 
thers into an opinion of his Inno- 
CENCE. | 


But here comes the Fpitome of 
ſcandal : | I was long ſence told I 
muſt Die, or the Plot muſs Die, 
This is fine impeaching the mn of 
the Nation 3 What! Does he make 
Abingdon Laws now in faſhion ? 
Hang a Man right or wrong. Sure 
no 3 He had all the favour in the 
World ſhown him, that a Perſon ia +» 
- circumſtances could expe, or de- 

re. 


Bur here obſerve Malice and Ran- 
cour mixt with Seandal: [| Left the 
means of deſtroying the beſt Prote- 
ftants ſhould fail, the Bench is fill'd 
with former blemiſhes of the Bar. } 
Old Dogs never bite, but when they 
bite ſure, Lord ! What horrible 
Days of Perſecution are theſe ! mw 

c 


the beſt Proteſtants, 3. e. Rebellious 
Diſlenters are condemn'd like Dogs, 
by a parcel of Men, who Sacrificed 
to the Idols of Mr. Williams's Chair. 
Alas ! if he means fo, their Memo- 
ries ( notwithſtanding his derrattt 
ons ) will ſmel] ſweet, when the a&tt- 


Fublicans, will ſtink down t& Poſte- 
rity. 


I ſhall not fall to thedifletion'of 
ſome other matters, but tell you, 
That ( without Inzends's) all theſe 
dangerous Juſtifications C which are 
ellential ro our True-Proteſtants ) 
are purely Deſign'd tro Poyſon the 
People, to animate them ro a vigo» 
rous Profecution of their beloved 
Flot ; which by our Colonels Death 
will not dwindle into Air, but live, 
and be a ſcandal for ever to the Par- 
ty, whom he efpouſles. 


Now for the ſpirit of a Non.Con : 
| Forgive theſe Prafliſ s, and avert the 
Fvils, &c. ] | Suffer not Tdolatry to 
* be: Fſtabliſhd in the Land. ] This is 


religious ends. 
\ f 


ons of a raſh Tyrannical Club of Re- | 


p 
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much the ſame with my Lord Ruſſers: 
I do believe Popery is coming into th? 
Land. This Bugbear 1s known by -all 
of them, to'be a ſuccehfiil buſinefs 


towards the Proſecution of their ir- 
. 


Laſtly, Be aſtoniſh'r , Reader, at 
that fink ſecurity wherein he prides 


himſelf Tanrum Religio potnit fir c- 


dbre malorum 1 Was ever i Villany 


fo Patromz'd as this DLO CAUSE 


im Capitals? . See how hefittihes the 
Rebellious aftions of his'Towrh, ant 
makes Heaven to Vindicate 'en : As 


Tf the permiſſion of God Almighty 


were an approbation 3 which ts a ve 
ry finful inference. _ | 
"IF » 

In ſhort,” F wiſh all People world 
conſult their own Intereft, 2nd nt 
follow the footſteps of our lare Re» 
ſolnre Rebels, 'who 'make Trexzfon 
Meritorious.” But it any have 'Le-n 
withdrawn, and ſeduced; 1 rien 
etrly 'Repent, that they may divert 
the like Fatal Sentence that 1s inſult! 
bly due to all Fattious Confpirators, 
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